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when the other will put the riches of the world in their
hands, and can and will make them governors in all lands.
Would it not be a pretty advantage for France and French-
men to be masters of all the gold and silver of the world,
and for a poor Prince of the blood to be vice-regent of
Mexico? Assure yourself they will break through every
obstacle which may be cross to such a prospect. As to the
Spaniards not assisting him, even that may be accom-
plished as well as Portocarero* will, but it is no matter
whether they assist or no. I am sure they are not able to
hinder it, and if the present King of France survive the
peace but three years, he will be able to mould matters so
that one may reckon on the thing as certain, if God do not
in his providence prevent it, who often defeats the best laid
.schemes.

| I am sure I would write this to none but yourself, and
\pray let it be only to yourself. I believe my wager is now
secure,2 for which I am heartily sorry. I durst venture on
the same terms that we shall have no universal peace in
Europe till this time next year, nor do I see any prospect
of it so near, except some extraordinary unforeseen event
procures it. And now Britain has made peace for itself,
methinks it is not much our interest there should be one
abroad Let the confederates and France fight it out two
or three years, in the meantime we shall gather strength
and increase in men and money, both which we want at
present, and then may be very good mediators, or force
either party to a peace, which we cannot safely do at
present I admire what prospects they have that are so
zealous to have a peace immediately. I have asked this
question of several and they referred me to some reviews,
but I could find no sense either in those or from the
zealots, nor can I see how the continuance of the war by
the parties abroad can hurt the Ministry.

I have under consideration the matter of an academy. I
believe the close of a war is the more proper time to begin
it, but I wish some other name were given it, for I find the
generality so prejudiced against all French precedents that
as parties are more formed I apprehend the name will be

1  The Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo, who had been instrumental
in Inducing King Charles II of Spain to designate King Philip as his
^accessor.

2  S*#ra> p. 331. Dunkirk, which
